

ADOPTED 4/23/19


Introduced by Council Member Pittman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Hazouri, Morgan, Schellenberg, Anderson, Crescimbeni, Boyer, Gulliford, Wilson, R. Gaffney and Becton:



RESOLUTION 2019-256-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING EUGENE WHITE FOR HIS OVER 50 YEARS OF CHORUS DIRECTING IN DUVAL COUNTY SCHOOLS AND HIS INDUCTION INTO THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MUSEUM AT THE RITZ THEATER; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Dr. Eugene White attended and graduated from Florida A&M University on a musical scholarship and during his lifetime study of music he has learned to play 17 instruments. His passion for music has been lifelong and he has been able to bring this passion to students for over 50 years; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White was choir director at Andrew Jackson and Ed White high schools and was also the band director at Northwestern Junior High School and Suwannee River Junior College in Madison, Florida. While the choral director at Ribault High School for over 20 years, Dr. White led two choirs of students and alumni to Carnegie Hall, the historic New York City performance venue often referred to as the “House that Music Built”; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White’s passion for music has found him sharing harmonies with musical legends including Ray Charles and Stevie Wonder and he once performed on “The Ed Sullivan Show”; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White views music as not only an art but also a means to keep students out of trouble and his after-school programs have offered that positive impact on many students’ lives. His work goes beyond the classroom and into the community he has served for so long; and
WHEREAS, Dr. White has always had an appreciation for music starting at the age of 5, when his aunt taught him all about the art. He is a legend to all the students he has taught and his passion for music has greatly impacted thousands of students over the years. As a role model to the youth of Jacksonville he has used the art of music to give back to his community; and 
WHEREAS, Dr. White has spent over 50 years directing choruses in Jacksonville public schools and has kept the music going throughout the halls in schools all over Jacksonville. Dr. Eugene White will be retiring from his work as a Chorus Director for the Duval County School system after more than 50 years and later this year will be inducted into the African American History Museum at the Ritz Theater; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors Eugene White for his over 50 years of service to the Jacksonville community through his gift of music to children of all ages and on his upcoming induction into the African American History Museum at the Ritz Theater. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Paige H. Johnston_
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Richard Distel, City Council Research
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